
3/4/2020 How Al-Qaeda ruined air travel | Sam Goldstein - The Lawyer's Daily

https://www.thelawyersdaily.ca/articles/17986/print?section=criminal 1/2

Sam Goldstein

The Lawyer's Daily | 111 Gordon Baker Road, Suite 900 | Toronto, ON M2H 3R1 | www.thelawyersdaily.ca
Phone: (800) 668-6481 | Fax: (905) 479-3758 | John.Carson@lexisnexis.ca

Criminal

How Al-Qaeda ruined air travel | Sam Goldstein
By Sam Goldstein

(March 2, 2020, 12:29 PM EST) -- How long will we let Osama Bin Laden
ruin air travel? It’s been 19 years since 9/11, 18 since Richard Reid was
sent to prison for life because he couldn’t figure out how to detonate the
plastic explosives in his sneakers; and, 11 years since Umar Farouk
Abdulmutallab, the underwear bomber, failed to ignite the explosives
concealed in his jockey shorts on a flight to Detroit.

By now, I think, airport security understands that any person vigorously
scratching themselves or who has fuses sticking out of their shoes should
be asked to step aside for screening. By now, I think, we all accept that
airport security must do more than politely ask: “Are you carrying
explosives, or a Kalashnikov rifle?”

Nonetheless, we continue to be subjected to questionable security rules
that, for example, prohibit us possessing any liquids, gels or aerosols in

our carry-on bag that are larger than 3.4 ounces per 100 millilitres; and we must each place of those
items in a clear, reusable bag, the size of a small Ziploc baggie or risk having our deodorant taken
away.

That’s what the Canadian Air Transport Security Authority (CATSCA) agent told me when I was flying
out of Pearson late last month to Mexico. She threw out my shaving cream and toothpaste because I
had more than 10 items in my sandwich sized baggie, even though the CATSCA website makes no
mention of this 10-item rule!

Truth be told I had 12 items because my wife told me to take some of her cosmetics. I know I can
purchase more shaving cream and toothpaste in Puerto Vallarta but that’s not the point. Why wasn’t
I given the option of choosing which item I wanted to do without? Why did the CATSCA agent think
having bad breath was worse than going without deodorant for seven days and took the liberty of
disposing of my travel sized toothpaste tube and not my travel sized deodorant?

All these rules are so arbitrary. It’s a throw of the dice when I’m allowed to board a plane without
having to take off my shoes before stepping through the X-ray machine. I mean how is it that having
nine items gets me on a plane without a fuss but if I have 11 items, I risk missing my flight?

What is magical about 3.4 ounces? Do terrorists know something I don’t like planes can’t handle the
weight of a full flight of passengers all carrying on 4.0 ounces of hair gel? According to the Internet,
three ounces of liquid explosives is near the equivalency of the explosive power of the F1 grenade.
For those who don’t know what a F1 grenade is, trust me, it’s worse than going without toothpaste
and deodorant for seven days.

There are exceptions to these rules. Passengers flying with or without their child can carry on breast
milk in quantities greater than 100 millilitres. The rule is not specific to whether you need be male,
female, or they.

It gets better. Gel and ice packs are allowed if they are needed to treat an injury or to refrigerate the
breast milk. What I want to know is who is going to check?

On the way home, going through Mexican security, I was ushered through. No holding up my pants,
like I just got out of jail, because I had to take off my belt. No bare feet on a dirty tile floor. I could
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have packed shaving cream and toothpaste to last me a lifetime or all the breast milk I wanted. It
seemed Canada was keener on keeping the terrorists from entering Mexico than Mexico was as keen
on keeping them there.

These regulations are nothing but security theatre. They are countermeasures intended to provide a
feeling of “security” but do little to nothing to achieve it.

I think there should be two security classifications. Bare naked and it’s your life. You want to feel
safe, you fly buff, no carry on. You want to carry on 11 gels? You get to sit next to the guy with the
wild eyes and the Kalashnikov.

Thank you, Osama. Thank you very much.

Sam Goldstein is a Toronto criminal lawyer. You can e-mail him at sam@samgoldstein.ca and follow
him @Willweargloves.

Interested in writing for us? To learn more about how you can add your voice to The Lawyer’s
Daily, contact Analysis Editor Peter Carter at peter.carter@lexisnexis.ca or call 647-776-6740. 
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